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Sir, 

Am not a little amazed to finde it paſs 
without contradiction here, that the whole 
Dutchy of Finland is poſleſt by the De- 

vil , and that he is now received and ac- 
knowledged by the people there, having 

made his publick — the ſeventh of March 
laſt into the Town of Strixbozrg ( vulgarly 
called Oxlenſiadt) in this equipage. The Skie 
ſeem'd at firſt to darken 1 a horrid manner; and 
after an unheard-of Tempeſt of Thunder and 
Lightning, the Van-couriers appeared in number 
A 2 about 
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about half a ſcore,clad ina duskiſh Soot-coloure 
ſort of Shamoy 3 their Shape and Figure was 
much like thoſe Pictures, which we ſee here up- 
on Earth of the Devil. Forit isſuppoſed that he 
ſatro Michael Angelowhen he drew the Landskip 
of Hell;andall thoſe PiQures that go about of him, 
are but Copies of that Original that hangs in the 
Vatican. Theſewere grim viſaged,Sawcer-ey'd, 
Broad-ear'd, Cloven-tooted, Long-tail'd, Shatp- 
teeth'd,and all over Hairy. As for their Stature, 
we can give no certain ſtandart of it, becauſe 
that as they approached towards the Town, 
they ſeemed to grow higher and higher 3 nay, 
there are thoſe that will depoſe upon oath that 
ſome of them ſhot up to that prodigious height, 
that their heads appeared above the higheſt Chim- 
nies 3 none of them but were above the ordina« 
ry pitch'of a man. It was obſerved , that one 
of them ſtruck the hat, off the. firſt man he 
met , intimating (as tis ſuppoſed ) that they 
were all to be uncovered, 

T his dreadful appearance was followed by 
another no leſs terrible , which was uthered 
10 by the winding of Hornes, whoſe ſound was 
ſo doleful and ominous, as would make any ones 
heart fail ; This muſick was made by half a 
dozen cioſe Mourners, in bulk and ſtature far ex- 
ceeding the former 3 Cloven-fqoted they alſo 
were; but the exact ſhape of/ their body we 
could not diſcern, becauſe it was hid under their 
bong Cloaks: but ſtill as they went along, they 
nodded their heads at the people, as it were fore- 
boding ſomeevil to them, E 

ut 
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But that which of all was moſt diſmal, a 
Herald now appears in a party-coloured Coat 
with the Devils own Efhgies pictured in it (and 
therefore we ſuppoſe he gives no other Arms.) 
This Herald, as ſoon as he came to the Gates of 
the Town, witha lowd and hollow voice de- 
nounced Woto the people, which (truck no ſmall 
terrour into them 3 nevertheleſs, their curioſity 
overcoming their fears, they were relolv'd to 
abide the ifſue of this Pomp , which tccmcd ras 
ther a Funeral then a Triumph. 

After this, was heard a confo inded diſcord 
of winde-Mulick, which ſeemed to reſult from 
diſagreeing Flajevlets,Flutes and Howboy sz:heſe 
were his Guards, a Troop conliſting of abvut two 
hundred , all very well armed and myyuated ; 
ſome wore Rapicrs, but the major part Feimi: 
ters 5 and therefore it may be very we!l tnfagined 
that they were ſlain Turks which the Devil had 
raiſed at the Siege of Candia: and to countirm 
the ſuſpition, ſome thought they wore Turbants: 
but of this we ſuſpend our belict, 

In the midſt of this Troop rode the Devils 
Grace himſelf on a milk-white-Siced 3 he wore 
a very fair Periwig (as the mode 15) aud a plume 
of white Feathers, a fringed Crevat about his 
geck, his Sword drawn and brandiſht in che Air, 
T hoſe that obſerved the lines of his Face, lay, 
that his preſence was grave and majeſtick, bur 
ſeemed ſomething in years: his ſtature did nvr 
much exceed that of ordinary men his body 
ſomewhat full and corpulent 3 one of his Feer 
was cloven, and tipped with a horny ſubſtance 


like that oi an Oxes hoof, the other was like the 
Luge 
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huge Claw of a Bird armed with dreadful long 
T-lons. He had great Sawcer-Eyes,and long Ears 
and Tail : ſome that had formerly {cen him, 
ſay, that his viſage then was nothing ſo horri- 
ble as it uſed to be at other times z potlibly he 
put on thispleaſing guiſe, to win the people, and 
rake off thoſe frighttul apprehenſions which the 
Pulpits had raiſed of him. 

The Fields were all covered with the Infan- 
try , which by their Manners, Habit, and Dialect 
ſeem'd Wild 7riſþ; for they were great drinkers 
of Uſquebaugh , wore long Troules, and their 
Speech was much in the Throat : belides, thoſe 
that converſed with them , ſay , that for ought 
they can underſtand by them, they were very 
ſuperſtitious,and eafie of belief 3 for they do ina 
manner acknowledge, that they were Spirited out 
of their Bogs and Woods, and tranſported hj- 
ther with vain hopes of preferment : though ſome 
of them ſeem to talk odly, asif they had dropt 
out of the Skie. 

This was the manger and order of his ap- 
proach to the Town 3; where being arrived, he 
alighted, and went into an open ' Chariot that 
ſtood ready to receive him. He was no ſooner 
ſeated, but he gave a lowd Hollow through the 
Air preſently after which,the Heavensturned as 
black 25 pi:ch,as if his breath had over caſt chem: 
The pecoplerun into their Houſes, barred up their 
Doursand Windows 5 and there was ſuch a ge- 
neral conſternativn, that the moſt dariny Bully 
Rocks amongſt them became ſpeechleſs , few 
or none being {v preſent to themſelves, as 
to 
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to think of their Prayes 3 for they were indeed 
ſo ſtupified, that they loſtthe uſe of their ſenſes. 
This horror having laſted above two hours, the 
Heavens began to clear again, the people to re- 
cover themſelves and look abroad, where no- 
thing appeared but a ſerene Skie 3 the Devil 
and all his Fiends vaniſhed, and left no mark or 
ſiigne of their being there. 


This Relation we had from Strixbourg in Fin- 
land, which truely I gave but light credit to at 
firſt 5 bur finding it confirmed by every Poſt from 
tholc parts, and having diſcourſed with ſeve- 
ral that were preſent , who did all agree in 
every circumſtance of the ſtory :I confeſs my cu- 
riofity was ſeduced ſo far as to conſult a Con- 
jurer in this affairz and it was my good fortune 
to light on one that held very good intelligence 
with the Devil. He told me that his laſt Ad- 
vices from Hell gave him this Character of the 
perſon that invaded thoſe parts. He pretended 
great ſobriety and moderation in his outward 
carriage, but was in his heart a Murderer, Thief, 
Leacher, and indeed given over to all manner of 
vice and debauchery z and ( which rendred his 
wickedneſs more dangerous) he was undoubted=- 
ly a great Scholar, having been adored by the 
School-men at Athens, when Learning moſt flou- 
riſhed in Greece 3 and to all thoſe perſons that 
reforted to him, he made ſo plauſible a plea to 
juſtifie all that he did, that he removed all ſcan- 
dal from them, and ſent them away fully con- 


vinced and ſatisfied in the integrity of his _ 
and. 
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and Manners; ſuch is the power of his wit and 
diſſimulation |! yet he ſeems to be contemplatively 
given, being for the moſt part in retirement,and 
not to be ſeen or ſpoken with,but at certain hours 
which he ſets apart for buſineſs , in which his 
expedition is admirable z for he is of ſoquick an 
apprehenſion, that when he fits 1n judgement, 
all matters brought before him, though never ſo 
perplext, he reduces to a certain point, and 
diſpatches immediately : for though he appear- 
ed in warlikeequipage, he israthera Gown-man 
then a Souldier 5 yet of few words, for he never 
opens kis mouth, but when 'tis much to the pur- 
poſe ; none ever obſerved him laugh or 
ſole, 

Then I asked him whether he might not be An» 
tichriſt » he (aid, No, for there appeared no marks 
of the Beaſt about him; but guclied him rather 
to be one of the Silenced-Minilters of darkneſs, 
who judging by the multitude of Souls hourly 
tranſported'to Hell, that there was a general Þo+s 
leration of all things here upon Earth, came hi- 
ther for Liberty of Conſcience : but he findes 
himſelf as much deluded in his expectation, as 
thole NON-CONFORMISTS are, who 
g0 to Heil for the fame reaſon, it being indeed 
out of the Frying-pan into the fire; for ia the 
$wedith Dominion they aHow but one way of 
W co rſhip. 

That he is a Phanatick no man queſtions, for 
he ſeldom fails to be preſent, and to exerciſe his 
gifts at Private Meetings, Having underſtood 
that there was a Conventicle held in a Barn near 
Frixboug, 


(7) 
Strixbourg, at ſuch time as he mage his ſolemn 
appearance, he came into the Houſe inviſible, 
where he found indeed ſome half a ſcore poor 
wretches , { frighted perhaps with the horrid 
face of things , and' apprehenfiun of the day 
of Judgement's approach) at an Exerciſe; one 
of them , little 1magining him to be preſent, 
unadviledly got into a Tub, to hold forth to 
the reſt. + Now whether he looked upon 'this as 
an uſurpation of his Office, or whether the 
Doftrine held forth was repugnant to his Te- 
nets, is a doubt worthy of the Brethrens 
2UVERIES. Certain it is, that he ſeiſed 
tne poor 'mottal', and hurried him away in the 
Air , 't6 che 'great affrightment of the whole 
Congregation 3 who being too well aſſured 
by the guilt of their Conſciences , that the 
Delinquent was fallen into the hands of 
Tuſtice , immediately diſſolved the Meet- 
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Policy is his Religion, and therefore it is be- 
lieved he would turn Papiſt, if he might have 
been choſen' Pope 3 but deſpairing to be pro- 
moted by a Chriftian or Catholick” inrereſt , 
and finding that the Queen of Swede» (whom 
he had reaſon to believe was his enemy) had 
a great influence over the Squadrone Volante, 
where he placed” his main hopes 3 he endea- 
youred to breed as much diviſion in the Con- 
clave, as might bez and therefore is believed 
to have put it into the Wench of Riminie's 

B head 
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head, to pretend a Revelation in favour of Car- 
dinal Barbarin ; but though is defignes took 
no «filet, yet thoſe that; riviiily underſtand 
\hiogs ſay, it is moſt certain, tier nad the Squg- 
drone Volante cairyed the Election, he had becn 
Pope. 


But failing here, h+ (:ts up for himſelf, and 
defies all Religion, icaches nothing but Li- 
berty and Atliciſty; which may be a probable 
realon, that he hag 23 wuictitude of tullowers 
whereioever he guts, 


Some thouzgtii ©: it that his buſineſs here 
upon tart]; 12, iu the Devils name, to take 
poſi: ſlivn uf ihe Dutchy of Finland, as av ap- 


purtenance of Hell, becaule it is a damu'd 
Country, and not fit for any Chiiſtian, or in- 
deed livivg ſoul to dwell in: but upon better 
reflection, they were convinced that chat Dut- 
chy could not belong to Hell , becauſe the 
torwents of the damn'd there proceed from 
cold , and not fire 3 though perhaps the De» 
vil may have a juſt Title to ſome Mines of 
Sulphur and Arſaick lately diſcovered in thoſe 
parts. | 


I conf-ſs this diſcourſe of the Conjurer 
did much. amaze me; and therefore to ſet- 
tle a right underſtanding in me of theſe things, 
IT defired him to raiſe this Devil before me 5 
which he courtevuuſly did , tugether with the 
whole 
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whole proceſſion of the Cavalcade, which I 
have Cauſed to be cit in braſs, and intend 


ſhortly to print, and publiſh for the ſatisfa- 
Sir, this is all from 


ion of the World. 


Stockbolm, April 10. Your humble Servant 
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